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Wine & Hors d’oeuvres Reception
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The Wine & Hors d’oeuvres Reception hosted by the Magnolia Grill on Sunday, January 17, 2010 to benefit the Okaloosa Arts Alliance was a success. Nearly $1000 was raised for the Okaloosa Arts Alliance.  
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The Okaloosa Arts Alliance greatly appreciates Tom & Peggy Rice’s, owners of The Magnolia Grill in Fort Walton Beach, generosity.  The Okaloosa Arts Alliance would also like to thank the Fort Walton Beach High School and Pyramid Inc. for their wonderful performances, and to thank Sinfonia, Mattie Kelly Performing Arts Center, and the Emerald Coast Concert Association for generously donating tickets to the raffle.  Volunteers included board members and the executive director from the Okaloosa Arts Alliance.    

OAA Awards Four Grants

The Okaloosa Arts Alliance (OAA) recently awarded 4 grants totaling $2,000.00.  The organizations that received the grants were Pensacola Opera, Heritage Museum, Children in Crisis, and William Augustus Bowles Museum & Historical Foundation.

Grant Writing Workshop

Have you ever struggled with a grant application?  Have you ever wondered why you didn’t receive a grant?  If you are a non-profit or first time for-profit grant writer, the Okaloosa Arts Alliance (OAA) and Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce can help.   On Monday, April 19, 2010 from 9:30am-12:30pm  the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce is hosting a grant writing workshop at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Board room. The cost of the grant workshop is $15 for OAA or Fort Walton Beach Chamber members and $45 for non-members.  Advanced RSVP is required due to limited seating.  All proceeds will benefit the OAA.  For more information contact Amy at info@okaloosaarts.org.

The workshop will be presented by Susan Kneller, president of the OAA, a retired teacher, and an active community volunteer who has over 20 years experience as a successful grant writer, applicant, grant reviewer, and member of several grant selection committees.  The workshop will cover researching available grants, writing grant proposals, developing project budgets, understanding the terminology of grants, and common mistakes to avoid.  A mini-practice writing session will be included and handouts will be provided to participants.  

Poster Contest

All Okaloosa County School students are invited to participate in the 2nd annual poster contest.  The poster contest deadline will be April 30, 2010.  Any Okaloosa County student can enter; entries do not need to be mailed by a school. The theme of the poster entries should be “Summer Fun” and only one entry per student.     Posters should be standard size (8 ½ x 11) and can be done with markers, paint, pastels, charcoal, or crayons.  Artwork chosen for each school will be on display at the Family Fun Arts Fest and the winners, chosen by a panel of judges, will be announced at the Family Fun Arts Fest.  There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners for Elementary, Middle, and High Schools.   The winners will all receive gift cards ranging from $25 to $75.  The 1st place winners’ artwork will be on all 2011 promotional materials for the 4th Annual Family Fun Arts Fest.  Submissions for the contest should include with the poster, the name of the artist, their grade, and the name of the school and be mailed to the Okaloosa Arts Alliance, Attention: School Poster Contest, P.O. Box 4426, Ft Walton Bch, FL 32549.  
3rd Family Fun Arts Fest

The Okaloosa Arts Alliance is now accepting vendors and silent auction items for the 3rd annual Family Fun Arts Fest, which will be held on Saturday, May 22, 2010 from 10:00am to 5:00pm at Henderson Beach State Park. Last year’s Family Fun Arts Fest was a success with over 1500 people in attendance.  

The Okaloosa Arts Alliance in conjunction with the Friends of the Emerald Coast State Parks is holding the Family Fun Arts Fest.  Events will include performances by local artists and family fun activities.  A silent auction and booths with fine arts, crafts and food vendors will also be set up throughout the day.   

Henderson Beach State Park is located on Hwy 98 in Destin across from the Destin Wal-mart. The Festival and Park are free and open to the public all day, with parking available in the Park.   All proceeds benefit the Okaloosa Arts Alliance.   
The Boeing Company generously donated a $2,500 grant to the Okaloosa Arts Alliance recently for its 3rd annual Family Fun Arts Fest.   The grant will be used to cover the costs associated with the Family Fun Arts Fest.  
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The Okaloosa Arts Alliance North (OAAN) recently held its first event, Crest view Area Loves the Arts (CALA). Our new committee wanted an event that would celebrate ALL the arts. Mr. Coleman, principal of Crestview High School, graciously offered his facility, as we were working with the CHS Art Club (they exhibited and also offered refreshments for a donation). Other exhibitors ran the age gamut, from elementary art students from Antioch, to seasoned exhibitors. There were photographers, a decoy carver (who was the hit of the show with his work and his realistic duck puppet!), and artists in fabric, jewelry, black light, and other media. Performers included the Shoal River Middle School Dance Team, a singer, a poet, the Drama Llamas from Baker School, and a juggler!
This was truly a community celebration, with all ages interacting and appreciating each other's work. Despite the rainy weather, a steady turnout throughout the day kept spirits up; and some artists did sell their work. All agreed it was a success for a first event; and we are all looking forward to a bigger and better CALA next year!

Sinfonia- Classical Connections

Violinist Nicolas Kendall made his way through Okaloosa and Walton Counties during his week-long residency with Sinfonia Gulf Coast, visiting more than 2,000 school children in addition to sessions at the Coastal Library Branch and Maestro Fuller’s popular Coffee’s with the Conductor at Barnes & Noble. 

As part of Sinfonia’s Classical Connections concert series, guest artists are required to visit area schools and other venues for music education outreach. Further to that, the Sinfonia Board of Directors continues to support the region’s youth by offering complimentary tickets to students. For each paid adult ticket, two students are able to attend concerts for free. More than 400 students, teachers and youth orchestra members and their families have attended Sinfonia concerts this season. “With the ever-increasing budget cuts in our schools, it is critical to keep the arts alive. By exposing these children to live musicians and performances, Sinfonia is doing its part to make a difference and to fulfill our mission within the community,” stated Music Director Demetrius Fuller.

The sold out crowd on January 16 experienced a fiery combination of Vivaldi’s classic “The Four Seasons” as well as the regional premiere of Tango-King Astor Piazzolla’s “The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires.” Nick Kendall, Maestro Fuller and Sinfonia received four standing ovations throughout the performance while more than 200 patrons crowded the lobby for signed CDs. Sinfonia’s 2009-2010 season presenting sponsor is Regus Grand Boulevard and The Boeing Company Charitable Trust is the presenting sponsor for the Classical Connections series.

For more Sinfonia information, please call (850) 269-7229, or visit on-line at www.SinfoniaGulfCoast.org Sinfonia Gulf Coast…your symphony experience redefined.

 Fundraiser Nets $11,000

The Black Cat Cabaret, a Nov. 13th black-tie dinner and auction at Ruth’s Chris Restaurant in Destin, raised over $11,000 for the William Augustus Bowles MUSEUM & Historical Foundation Inc.

    This very successful event was supported with donations from over 70 businesses and individuals.  The sold-out event was attended by 145 supporters of the MUSEUM.

     The Foundation is raising money to build The Pirate MUSEUM in downtown Fort Walton Beach.  Board members will be pursuing grants and other fund raising activities in 2010.

     The Pirate MUSEUM will house pirate costumes and memorabilia that have been a part of the Billy Bowlegs Festival over the past 55 years.  Right now, some of those items are on display at the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce on U.S. Highway 98.

     The William Augustus Bowles Foundation was established in 2007 by civic leaders intent on preserving the area’s pirate festival history.  For more information, visit www.bowlegsmuseum.com.

         A Call to the Artists in Crestview
        Are you an artist or interested in the arts (fine and/or performing)?   Do you wish there was a networking organization to: promote art events in our area?  
       Our area has many outstanding artists and performers, and many more who would be interested in becoming more actively involved in the arts. Even more would be interested in more cultural events in our communities. Does one of these statements describe you? Then please join us!

FL “State of the Arts” Tags

Support the Okaloosa arts Alliance by purchasing a “State of the Arts” license plate from the Okaloosa County tag office.   The Okaloosa County DMV tag office is a place that you can give charitably and make a personal statement.   The Okaloosa Arts Alliance (OAA) is the officially designated 501(C) 3 non-profit arts agency for Okaloosa County.  The mission of the OAA is to enrich the quality of life in Okaloosa County by nurturing, encouraging and promoting art and culture in our county.  The money received through the tag program is used to sponsor workshops for arts organizations and individual artists, offer art programs and performances in public schools, give out grants to arts organizations, schools, and individual artists, act as a clearinghouse for arts related information to art organizations and artists, and to promote corporate involvement in support of the arts.    For more information on the “State of the Arts” tag go to www.hsmv.state.fl.us.


OAA Member Calendar of Events

*Let the OAA help promote your events, send your flyers or press releases to Amy at mercysinger22@hotmail.com.

*ALWAYS double check dates and information with organization

Youth Village  

Youth Village is an after school program & summercamp for children ages 5-16 in the Greater Ft. Walton Beach area. During the school year we are open from 2:00pm-6:00pm and during the summer months from 7:30am-6:00pm for our Summer Arts/Education Camp. The summer camp morning curriculum includes: reading, writing and science (fun hands-on stuff!) and the afternoon curriculum is dedicated to The Arts. Workshops will include acting, dancing, singing, stage make-up, etc.,and will culminate in an end-of-summer community-wide free production.

March 19-21 

Sex Please, We're Sixty

Stage Crafters Community Theatre, Inc presents "Sex Please, We're Sixty". For ticket information go to www.stagecrafters.com or call (850) 243-1101.

March 19 

Westward Ho! Western Art

March 19, 5 – 7 PM, Westward Ho! Western Art at the Arts and Design Society’s The Art Center, 17 First St SE, Ft Walton Beach. The opening reception. This Art Exhibition has the wild west as the theme. The show is open through April 2. Gallery hours are 12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday and 1 – 4 on Saturday. For more information please call 850-244-1271 or email the Art Center at adso@artsdesignsociety.com. For more information about the Arts and Design Society, visit our website at www.ArtsDesignSociety.com . 

March 19 

Coffee with the Conductor

Maestro Fuller’s popular coffee klatches return for another season at The Café at Barnes & Noble’s in Destin. “These sessions provide an up close and intimate setting for our patrons to ask questions about the season and meet Sinfonia guest artists in a relaxed environment,” stated Fuller. 

All coffees begin at 10am, are free and are hosted by Maestro Fuller. The Café at Barnes & Noble graciously provides complimentary Starbucks coffee and edibles.

Friday, March 19th: Maestro Fuller discusses Pink Martini Gala Event 

Sinfonia Gulf Coast is committed to entertaining, educating and inspiring the community through imaginative and innovative musical programming. Our goal is to enrich and expand the traditional orchestral experience through unique artistic disciplines and collaborations, enhancing our region's cultural vitality. For more information, please call 850.269.7129 or visit online www.SinfoniaGulfCoast.org
March 20 

Burst Into Spring 

Youth Village BURST INTO SPRING!(A wild and wacky, fun-filled fashion show for the entire family)Date: Saturday March 20, 1:00pm—2:30pm, Place: Youth Village, Inc., 312 Pelham Road (off Beal Parkway), Information: Nellie Bogar 986-0549 njbogar@yahoo.com

Tickets: $15.00 each, Children under 12 free! Tickets available at:Kohl’s Department Store, 800 N. Beal Parkway, Ft. Walton Beach, 315-6006 (Att: Mr. Stephen Svoboda) All fashion show attendees will receive a 15% discount voucher to be used on any merchandise at Kohl’s Department Store from March 21, 2010—April 30, 2010; Clothing and jewelry provided by Kohl’s Department Store

“Celebrity” Models Include: • Dr. Alexis Tibbetts, Okaloosa County Superintendent of Schools

• Mayor Mike Anderson: FWB

Light refreshments served FUN !! MUSIC!! Fashions for men, women and children!

Proceeds to benefit: Youth Village, Inc. After School Program and Summer Camp
www.nelliesyouthvillage.org
March 20 & 23 

Murder To You 

Join Act4Murder in March! This seasoned troupe of actors will be performing TOP O' THE MURDER TO YOU, a hilarious look at an Irish expert who can't quite get control of his Irish lecture - the night is full of surprises, mystery... and murder! The show will be performed atBayou Blues in Niceville on 03/20, (850-279-4806 or 850-281-5340) andBogey's Bar & Restaurant in DeFuniak Springs on 03/23, (850-951-2233) during a delicious 3-course meal, and at the University of West Florida Emerald Coast (NWFSC/UWF Auditorium - FWB campus) on stage March 18. Visitwww.act4.murder.comfor additional show night details, or email act4murder@act4murder.com.

March 23

Sinfonia's Gala Event

Celebrate the music of Pink Martini at a special four-course wine dinner and reception at Cafe Thirty-A. In honor of Sinfonia's Gala Event on March 23 featuring iconic big band PINK MARTINI, Cafe Thirty-A and Pish Posh Patchouli's is hosting a three course wine dinner with a pink martini reception.

The menu (which can be viewed online at the Sinfonia Website) includes selections such as a Crêpe Salad with sweet peaches, mesclun greens, candied pecans, gorgonzola cheese with an herb vinaigrette, grilled Kobe Filet Medallions with a Gulf-shrimp basil potato puree and Worcestershire reduction and a Lychee Panna Cotta with a passion fruit coulis finished off the dinner. Wine pairings are included with each course. Hints of décor for the March 23 Gala Event will adorn the restaurant while pink up-lighting, video images of Pink Martini and music of the iconic band surround the room. The dinner is $75 per person and includes all food, wine pairings, one pink martini, tax and gratuity. Patrons may purchase and print their tickets online at www.SinfoniaGulfCoast.org or may call the box office at 269-7129. 

For more Sinfonia information, please call (850) 269-7129, or visit on-line at www.SinfoniaGulfCoast.org Sinfonia Gulf Coast…your symphony experience redefined. 

April 19 

Grant Writing Workshop

On Monday, April 19, 2010 from 9:30am-12:30pm  the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce is hosting a grant writing workshop at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Board room. The cost of the grant workshop is $15 for OAA or Fort Walton Beach Chamber members and $45 for non-members.  Advanced RSVP is required due to limited seating.  All proceeds will benefit the OAA.  For more information contact Amy at info@okaloosaarts.org.

May 22 

3rd Family Fun Arts Fest

You are invited to the 3rd annual Family Fun Arts Fest, which will be held on Saturday, May 22, 2010 from 10:00am to 6:00pm at Henderson Beach State Park. Last year’s Family Fun Arts Fest was a success with over 1500 people in attendance.  For more information, contact Amy Baty, Executive Director at info@okaloosaarts.org.  
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Welcome New Members

William A. Bowlegs Museum

Robert Sikes Public Library

Mara Viksnins

Laurel Hill School

Michael Schwartz

Linda Wicker

Pro Arte Chorale of NWFL
Thank you to Our Sponsors

*If you are interested in making a monetary donation or an in-kind donation, please contact Amy at mercysinger22@hotmail.com

· Destin Target

· Destin Best Buy

· jazzybluedance, Inc.
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· Okaloosa Chamber Singers

· Emerald Coast Writers

· NWF State College

· Youth Village

· Emerald Coast Concert Association 

· Rave Movie Theater
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Emerald Coast Pipe & Drum

· Arts & Design Society

· Shaw Moving Co., Inc. 
Nationwide Tents ‘N’ Events

Shadetree Sound
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Okaloosa Arts Alliance
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P.O. Box 4426

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549
Phone: 850-499-8335

Email: mercysinger22@hotmail.com
www.OkaloosaArts.org
The Star is the Arts!
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The Okaloosa Arts Alliance enhances the cultural environment of its community, and promotes, coordinates, and nurtures high quality arts and cultural resources that enrich the lives of residents and visitors.

